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PRAGUE CHARTER

Whereas we believe that all people have the right to live in free societies, that free societies 
are anchored in freedom of thought and expression, and that institutions such as a free 
press, representative legislatures, accountable executives, independent judiciaries and market 
economies protect this core freedom, as well as many other freedoms;

Whereas we recognize that there is a profound moral difference between free societies and 
societies ruled by fear and repression where human rights are systematically abused and where 
there is no recourse to correct those abuses;

Whereas we recognize that the protection of human rights is critical to international peace and 
security and that countries that do not respect the rights of their people are unlikely to respect 
the rights of their neighbors;

Whereas we are committed to building and maintaining free societies through non-violent, 
democratic means;

Whereas we believe that the free world can play a critical role in helping those who are struggling 
for freedom in non-democratic countries;

We, the undersigned, have gathered together in Prague in the spring of 2007 in order to call 
upon governments and peoples throughout the free world to help those trying to build free 
societies elsewhere by doing the following:

1. To demand the immediate unconditional release of all non violent political prisoners in 
their respective countries.

2. Instructing diplomatic emissaries to non-democratic countries to actively and openly seek 
out meetings with political prisoners and dissidents committed to building free societies 
through non-violence.

3. Raising public awareness, through institutions in their own countries and through 
international bodies, of human rights abuses under non-democratic regimes.

4. Raising the question of human rights in all meetings with officials of non-democratic 
regimes.

5. Seeking national and international initiatives, in the spirit of the Helsinki Accords, that 
link bilateral and international relations to the question of human rights. 

6. Exerting pressure, through peaceful diplomatic, political and economic means, on 
governments and groups abusing human rights to discontinue their practices.
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7.  Providing incentives, through diplomatic, political and economic means, to governments 
and groups willing to improve the human rights record in their countries and to embark 
on the road to liberal democracy.

8.  Isolating and ostracizing governments and groups that suppress their peaceful domestic 
opponents by force, violence or intimidation.

9. Holding accountable governments and groups that threaten other countries and peoples 
with genocide or annihilation.

10. Promoting best human rights and governance practices that have been found effective and 
beneficial in other countries, in particular in new and recent democracies.

 Václav Havel Natan Sharansky José María Aznar 
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