LINCOLN’S FIRST [NAUGURAL—On"ginal Draft

In compliance with a custom as old as the government itself I,
appear before you to address you briefly, and to take, in your presence,
the oath prescribed by the Constitution of the United States, to be
taken by the President “before he enters on the execution of his
office.”

The more modern custom of electing a Chief Magistrate upon a
previously declared platform of principles, supercedes, in a great meas-
ure, the necessity of re-stating those principles in an address of this
sort. Upon the plainest grounds of good faith, one so elected is not at
liberty to shift his position. It is necessarily implied, if not expressed,
that, in his judgment, the platform which he thus accepts, binds him
to nothing either unconstitutional or inexpedient.

Having been so elected upon the Chicago Platform, and while I
would repeat nothing in it, of aspersion or epithet or question of
‘motive against any man or party, I hold myself bound by duty, as well
as impelled by inclination to follow, within the executive sphere, the
principles therein declared. By no other course could I meet the
‘reasonable expectations of the country.

1 do not consider it necessary at present for me to say more than
1 have, in relation to those matters of administration, about which
there is no special excitement,

" Apprehension seems to exist among the people of the Souﬂ.l-
ern States, that by the a ionof &
property, and their peace, xndpersonxlsecunty.arembeendmgned
There has never been any cause for su
Indeed, the most ample evidence to the contrary has all the while
existed, and been open to their inspection. It is found in nearly all
the published speeches of him who now addresses you. I do but
quote from one of those speeches when I declare that I have no pur-
pose, directly or indirectly, to interfere with the institution of slavery
in the States where it exist I believe I have no lawful right to do
50, and I have no inclination to do so.” Those who nominated and
elected me did so with full knowledge that I have made this, and many
similar declarations, and had never recanted them. And more than
this, they placed in the platform, for my acceptance, and as a law to
4




LINCOLN'S FIRST INAUGURAL—Original Drafi

themselves, and to me, the clear and emphatic resolution which I now
read:

“'Resolved, That i i i the Stats nd
cially the right of each State to order and control its own domestic institutions
acoording to its own judgment exclusively, s esseatial to that bl of power o

the lawless invasion by anmed force of the soil of any State or ’Demm o matter
under what pretext, as among the gravest of crimes.”

I now reiterate these sentiments: and in doing so, I only press
upon the public attention the most conclusive evidence of which the
case is susceptible, that the property, peace and security of no section
are to be in anywise endangered by the now incoming Administra-
tion. I add too, that all the protection which, consistently with the
Constitution and the laws, can be given, will be cheerfully given to all
the States—as cheerfully to one section as to another.

@ There is much controversy about the delivering up of fugi-
tives from service or labor. The clause I now read is as plainly
written in the Constitution as any other of its provisions:

“Noperson held to service or labor in one State, under the laws thereof, escaping
into another, shall, in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be dis
from such servioe or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to whom
such service or labor may be due.”

Tt is scarcely questioned that this provision was intended by those
who made it, for the reclaiming of what we call fugitive slaves; and
the intention of the law-giver is the law. All members of Congress
swear their support to the whole Constitution—to this provision as
much as to any other. To the proposition, then, that slaves whose
cases come within the terms of this clause, “shall be delivered up,”
their caths are unanimous. Now, if they would make the effort in
good temper, could they not, with nearly equal unanimity, frame and
pass alaw, by means of which to keep good that unanimous oath?

‘There is some difference of opinion whether this clause should be
enforced by national or by state authority; but surely that difference
isnot a very material one. If the slave is to be surrendered, it can be
of but little consequence to him, or to others, by which authority it is
6



LINCOLN'S FIRST INAUGURAL—Original Draft

done. And should any one, in any case, be content that his cath shall
go unkept, on a merely unsubstantial controversy as to how it shall be
Xept?

Again, in any law upon this subject, ought not all the safeguards
of liberty known in civilized and humane jurisprudence to be intro-
duced, so that a frec man be not, in any case, surrendered as a
slave?

1" 1 take the official oath to-day, with no mental reservations,
and with no purpose to construe the Constitution or laws, by any
hypercritical rules. And while I do not think proper now to specify
particular acts of Congress as proper to be enforced, I do suggest that
it will be much safer for all, both in official and private stations, te con-
form to, and abide by, all those acts which stand unrepealed, than to
violate any of them, trusting to find impunity in having them held to
be unconstitutional.

& It is now seventy-two years since the first inauguration of a
President under our national Constitution. During that period §f-
teen different and greatly distinguished citizens, have, in succession,
administered the executive branch of the government. They have
conducted it through many perils; and, on the whole, with great
success.  Yet, with all this scope for precedent, I now enter upon the
same task for the brief constitutional term of four years, under great
and peculiar difficulty. A disruption of the Federal Union is menaced
and, so far as can be on paper, is already effected. The particulars of
what has been done are so familiar and so fresh, that I need not to
waste any time in recounting them.

Thold, that in contemplation of universal law, and of the Consti-
tution, the Union of these States is perpetual. Perpetuity is implied,
if not expressed, in the fundamental law of all national governments.
It is safe to assert that no government proper, ever had a provision in
its organic law for its own termination. Continue to execute all the
express provisions of our national Constitution, and the Union will
endure forever—it being impossible to destroy it, except by some
action not provided for in the instrument itself.
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Again, if the United States be not a government proper, but an
association of States, in the nature of contract merely, can it, as a
contract, be peaceably unmade, by less than all the parties who made
it? One party toa contract may violate it—break it, so to speak; but
does it not require all to lawfully rescind it?

Descending from these general principles, we find the proposition
that, in legal contemplation, the Union is perpetual, confirmed by the
history of the Union itself. The Union is much older than the Con-
stitution. It was formed in fact, by the Articles of Association in
1774 It was matured and continued by the Declaration of Independ-
ence in 1776. It was further matured and expressly declared and
pledged, to be perpetual, by the Articles of Confederation in 1778.
And finally, in 1787, one of the declared objects for ordaining and
establishing the Constitution, was “t0 form a more perfect union.”

But if destruction of the Union, by one, or by a part only, of the
States, be lawfully possible, the Union is less perfect than before,
which contradicts the Constitution, and therefore is absurd.

It follows from these views that no State, upon its own mere
‘motion, can lawfully get out of the Union,—that resalves and ordi-
nances ing iolence, within
any State or States, against the authority of the United States, are
insurrectionary or treasonable, according to circumstances,

1 therefore consider that the Union is unbroken; and, to the
extent of my ability, I shall take care that the laws of the Union be
faithfully executed in all the States. Doing this I deem to be only a
simple duty on my part; and I shall perform it, so far as practicable,
unless my rightful masters, the American people, shall withhold the
requisite means, or, in some tangible way, direct the contrary. I
trust this will not be regarded as a menace, but only as the declared
purpose of the Union that it will have its own, and defend itself.

In doing this there needs to be no bloodshed or violence; and
there shall be none, unless it be forced upon the national authority.
All the power at my disposal will be used to reclaim the public prop-
erty and places which have fallen; to hold, occupy and possess these,
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and all other property and places belonging to the government and to
collect the duties on imposts; but beyond what may be necessary for
these objects, there will be no invasion of any State* Where hostility
to the United States, in any interior locality, shall be so great and so
universal, as to prevent competent resident citizens from holding the
Pederal offices, there will be no attempt to force obnoxious strangers
among the peaple for that object. While the strict legal right may
exist in the government to enforce the exercise of these offices, the
attempt to do so would be so irritating, and so nearly impracticable
with all, that I deem it better to forego, for the time, the uses of such
offices.

The mails, unless refused, will continue to be furnished in all
parts of the Union. So far as possible, the people everywhere shal]
have that sense of perfect security which is most favorable to calm
thought and reflection. This course will be pursued until current
experience shall show a modification or change to be proper.

¥ That there are persons who seek to destroy the Union at all
events, and are glad of any pretext to do it, T will neither affirm or
deny; but if there be such, I need address no word to them, To
those, however, who really love the Union, may I not speak?

Before entering upon 5o grave a matter as the destruction of our
national Union would it not be wise to ascertain precisely why we do
it?  Will you hazard so desperate a step, while there is any possibility
that any portion of the ills you fly from have no real existence? Will
you, while the certain ills you fly to, are greater than all the real ones
you fly from? Will you risk the commission of so fearful a mistake?

All profess to be content in the Union, if all constitutional rights

maintained. s it true, then, that any right, plainly written in
the Constitution, has been denied? I thinknot. Happily the human

*SeriNorisL, Tllinois, Feby. 17, 186x.
Today I'wrote to Mr. Lincoln suggesting that for the purpose of avoiding every
thing of an irritating character, he had better modify the above passage so as to
make it read
Seatke power at my disposal wil be usd to hold, occupy and possess the property
“and places belonging , and to collect th elo.”
As it now stends it will be construed into = threat and will be irritating.
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mind is so constructed, that no party can reach to the audacity of
doing this. Think, if you can, of a single instance in which a plainly
written provision of the Constitution has ever been denied. If, by
the mere force of numbers, a majority should deprive & minority of
any clearly written constitutional right, it might, in a moral point of
view, justify revolution—certainly would, if such right were a vital
one;—but such is not our case. All the vital rights of minorities, and
of individuals, are so plainly assured to them, by affirmations and
negations in the Constitution, that controversies never arise concern-
ing them. But no organic law can ever be framed with a provision
specifically applicable to every question which may occur in practical
administration. No foresight can anticipate, nor any document of
reasonable length contain express provisions for all possible questions,
Shall fugitives from labor be surrendered by national or by State
authority? The Constitution does not expressly say. May Con-
gress prohibit slavery in the territories? The Constitution does not
expressly say. Must Congress protect slavery in the territories?
‘The Constitution does not expressly say.

From questions of this class spring alt our constitutional contro-
versies, and we divide upon them into majorities and minorities. If
the minority will not submit, the majority must, or the government
must cease. There is no other alternative; for continuing the govern-
ment, is submission on one side or the other. If a minority, in such
case, will secede rather than submit, they make a precedent which, in
turn, will divide and ruin them; for a minority of their own number
will secede from them whenever a majority refuses to be controlled by
such minority. For instance, why may not South Carolina, a year or
two hence, arbitrarily, secede from a new Southern Confederacy, just
as she now claims to secede from the present Union? Her people, and
indeed, all secession people, are now being educated to the precise
temper of doing this. Is there such perfect identity of interests
among the States to compose a Southern Union, as to produce har-
mony only, and prevent renewed secession?

4
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Plainly, the central idea of secession, is the essence of anarchy.
A constitutional majority is the only true sovereign of 2 free people.
Whoever rejects it, does, of necessity, fly to anarchy or to despotism.
Unanimity is impossible, the rule of a minority, as a permanent
arrangement, is wholly inadmissable; so that, rejecting the majority
principle, anarchy or despotism in some form is all that is left.

1 do not forget. the position assumed by some, that constitutional
questions are to be decided by the Supreme Court; nor do I deny
that such decisions must be binding in any case, upon the parties to a
suit, as to the object of the suit. And while it is obviously possible
that such decision may be erroneous in any given case, still the evil
effect followingit, being limited to that particular case, with the chance
that it may be over-ruled, and never become a precedent for other
cases, can better be borne than could the greater evils of a different.
rule. But if the policy of the government, upon vital questions
affecting the whole people, is to be irrevocably fixed by decisions of
the Supreme Court, it is plain that the people will have ceased to be
their own rulers, having turned their government over to the despot-
ism of the few life-officers composing the Court. Nor is there, in this
view any assault upon the Court or the judges. It is a duty from
which they may not shrink, to decide cases properly brought before
them; and it is no fault of theirs if others seek to turn their decisions
to political purposes.

& The Republican party, as I understand, have avowed the
purpose to prevent, if they can, the extension of slavery, under the
national auspices; and upon this arises the only dispute between the
sections.

One section believes slavery is right, and ought to be extended,
while the other believes it is wrong, and ought not to be extended.
'nus is the only substantial dispute. The fugitive slave clause of the

itution, and the law for th ion of the forei trade,
are each as well enforced, as any law can ever be in a community
where the moral sense of the people is against the law itself. The
great body of the people abide by the dry legal obligation in both cases
%
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and a few break over in each. This, I think, cannot be perfectly
cured; and it would be worse in both cases after the separation of the
sections, than before: The foreign slave trade, now imperfectly sup-
pressed, would be revived without restriction, in one section, while
fugitive slaves, now only partially surrendered, would not be sur-
rendered, at all, by the other.

Physically speaking, we cannot te. W
Tespective sections from each other, nor build an impassable wall
between them. A husband and wife may be divorced, and go out of
the presence, and beyond the reach of each other; but the different
parts of our country cannot do this. They cannot but remain face to
face; and intercourse, either amicable or hostile, must continue
between them. Is it possible to make that intercourse more advan-
tageous or satisfactory, afier separation than before? Can aliens
make treaties easier than friends can make laws? Can treaties be
more faithfully enforced between aliens than laws can among friends?
Suppose you go to war, you cannot fight always; and when, after
much loss on both sides, and o gain on either, you cease fighting, the
identical old questions, as o terms of intercourse, are again upon you.

‘This country, with its institutions, belongs to the people who
inhabit it. Whenever they shall grow weary of the existing govern-
ment, they can exercise their constitutional right of amending it, or
their ionary right to di or it. AsTamnot
much impressed with the belief that the present Constitution can be
improved, I make no recommendations of amendments, I am, rather
for the old ship, and the chart of the old pilots. If, however, the
people desire a new, or an altered vessel, the matter is exclusively their
own, and they can move in the premises, as well without as with an
executive recommendation. 1 shall place no obstacle in the way of
what may appear to be their wishes.

The Chief Magistrate derives all his authority from the people,
and they have conferred none upon him to fix terms for the separation
of the States. The people themselves can do this if they choose; but
the executive, as such, has nothing to do with it. His duty is to
administer the present government, as it came to his hands, and to
transmit it, unimpaired by him, to his successor.

18
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‘Why should there not be a patient confidence in the ultimate
justice of the people? I there any better or equal hope, in the world?
In our present differences, is either party without faith in the right?
1f the Almighty Ruler of nations, with his eternal truth and justice, be
on our side, or on yours, that truth and that justice will surely prevail,
by the judgment of this great tribunal, the American people.

By the frame of the government under which we live, this same
people have wisely given their public servants but little power for mis-
chief; and have, with equal wisdom, provided for the retsim of that
little to their own hands at very short intervals.

While the people remain patient, and true to themselves, no man,
even in the presidential chair, by any extreme of wickedness, or folly
can very seriously injure the government in the short space of four
years, N

15 My countrymen, one and all, take fime and think well, upon
this whole subject. Nothing valuable can be lost by taking time.
Nothing worth preserving is either breaking or burning. ~If there be
an object to hurry any of you, in hot haste, to a step which you would
never take deliberately, that object will be frustrated by taking time;
but no good object can be frustrated by it. Such of you as are now
dissatisfied, still have the old Constitution unimpaired, and, on the
sensitive point, the laws of your own framing under it; while the new

inis ion will have no i iate power, if it would, to change
either. If it were admitted that you who are dissatisfied, hold the
right side in the dispute, there still is no single good reason for precipi-

i I i iotism, Christianity, and a firm reliance
on Him, who has never yet forsaken this favored land, are still com-
petent to adjust, in the best way all our present difficulty.

In your hands, my dissatisfied fellow countrymen, and not in
mine, is the momentous issue of civil war. The government will not
assail you, unless you first assail it. You can have no conflict, without
being yourselves the aggressors. You have no oath registered in
Heaven to destroy the government, while J shall have the most
solemn one to “‘preserve, protect and defend” it. You can forbear
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the assoult upon it; I can not shrink from the defense of it. With you,
and not with me, is the solemn question of “Shall it be peace, or a
sword?”

ENDORSEMENT ON ORIGINAL DRAPT IN AUTOGRAPH OF
0. H. BROWNING

InvraNaPoLsS, Indiana, Tuesday, Feby 13, 1861,

Having come this far with Hon. Abraham Lincoln, President elect, on his way
to Washington, where he had requested me to accompany him, and being com.
pelled to quit him here, and reurn. o Springfield, Iilinois, on. important business,
before we parted, being in his room at the Bates House, he took this capy of his
Tnaugural address from a small carpet bag, and requested me to read it, and give
him my candid opinion of it before we ted.

I did so. 1t met my hearty approbation, and I so informed him. He per-
‘mitted me to retain this copy, and after now rereading it more calmiy, I think it
& most admirable docsment.

0. H. Browmino.

Springfield, Peby 15, 1861 -
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CHANGES IN ORIGINAL DRAFT

“Th

‘meet, the re i he coun-

: “The nwdn'n custom of nominating

semmary of principles siperedes n

great measure the n ‘lty ot res nsumng those principles § ha an address of this sort.

to nothing eif koo ‘With this explanation I deem 1t

my duty, as I am disposed infee!.l follow, us far as they apply to the Executive
er, the principles o which [ wu < rought betors the American People.” Th

ugE Chicago platform.

2—Mr. ‘will be cheerfully given in every case and under «all

mmsm o e sum " "Mr. Lincoln did not adopt the suggestion but
sentence to read ~will be checrtully given to all the States nhen law

e e cheerfully to one section, 3 to another.”

3 = Mnr. Lincoln added the remainder of this paragraph of his own accord.

4~ Mr; Soward suggested the change from * nndmthEWholz,wlthgxut
success” to “and generally with great success.

5 — Mr. Seward A disruption of the Pederal Union
is menaced, and, 50 far as can be on paper, is already effected. The ars of
what has been done are so familiar and 8o fzeshthntlnmdnotwammymk
mnnngman"w“Ad.mmuimFMumm. ‘heretofore only meanced,
is now formidably attempted.” This suggestion was adopted.

— Mr. Lincoln of his goen sccord was further

declared.

changed ** matured
prual and perpetual” m“hmi\mhermtumd..

e of Al e thee thirtees States expressly plighted and engaged that it ahoum be

perpetual.”

Seward suggested that “and therefore is absurd” be stricken from
arigiral Sras i e o h Dertes han, befor, Wi svptadivte
the Constitation, and therefore is absurd.”  Mr. Lincoln remodeled the whols sen-
tence to “The Union is less ¢ pertect than before the Constitution, having lost the
vital element of perpetuity.

T, Seward’s suggestions to substitute “void” for “nothing” and “revoh-
tionaey” for* vmaspeere? were adopted.

9— Mr, ion to use “will constitutionally and

itself” instead of “will have to own and defend itself” was adopted.

! — Mr. s suggestion to strike out hcwordl”unglh‘c way” and sub-
stitute theretor the words authorliative mamoar: as adopted.
4
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— Mr. Sewsrd's suggestion to strike out “will haveits own mddr_fznd itselt.”
and insert" wil constitutionally defend and msintain et » mas

ont1 D e ongn:.ldn(tthnpmgmph a&utheﬁrsbsenmcgswodn(ol-

“All the power at my disposal will to reclaim the public property
phca-whmhhavefaﬂm olold occupy. an e pumthuelmi all other mnyxny
and pl to but
beyund ‘what may be necessary for ubzacts e iy e rvesion of  any

Where hostility to the United States, in any interior locality. &
ot a0t oo wntveisat ns to prevent competent resident citizens from he.ldmg he
%'“ otics there vl be 0 it T Tore ckporiousSrsngrs song the
peosleox that object,  Whilo th
o exercisoof th

o0 afices,ihe att thes sttempt 10 do 20 o bo 5o ircitating, and

such offices.”

Mz, Seward proposed to strike out the above, and to insert the following:

1 The porver confided o me ahall bo ated foed with cficacy, bt o with
dicretion I every case and exgoncy, aocordin 1 the cireumitasos sctually
existing, and with a view and a hope of Wwﬁd K cition of B s troubles,
and the restoration of fraternnl sympathies and affections. There are in

Government, as in every other; emergencies when the exercise of powes lawful i
icself is less certain to secure.thie just ends of than & temporary

with tary
people in the laws nhhlv:bw\mdcbytbmnudvmnudl‘urthurmbmeﬁh
1 shalt nol. lose sight of this obvions maxi

Mr. Lmeoln @ not adopt: this proposal. but mads the
wrote.

b Broseaing, who Mr. Lincoln (February 17,
e e o parsara ot i judicious 50 to modify this
it read: *All the power at my to hold, occupy,
the property and places belonging to the G , and to
collect the duties and imposts, etc.,” omit the declaration of the purptoe o e

be irit

even in the border States? On principle the passage 1o right m It worr arond

The fallenplacs ought o bercieimol. Bt canol St b cxempsiod s ol
or even better without annowncing the purpose in your inaugural?

Mr. Lincol adopted Mr. Browning’s advios and modified his o phaseology

as proposed.
For, ““there will be no invasion of any Swe," he mbsmmm “'there will be no
invasion, no using of force against or among the people an;

was, " The mail will continue to be
furnihed” eto. Ms. Lincols, himeelt chxngeﬂ ‘this to read: “The mails, unless
repedled.

54— This paragraph originally closed with the following sentence: This
course will be pursued el Carrent experence chll hon » mediien

" Mr. Lincoln himself changed this 5o as to read: *The course hese
Rl ot s ot e experience shall show a maodifi-

25
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cation o change to be proper.” He also added a part of the language proposed by
Mr. Seward for the previous paragraph.

entence originally stood: “That there are persons who seck to
dgtm) the Umnn " etc. Mr. Seward proposed to amend so as to make it read:
one scation as well as in the mhar, who seck to destroy

the Umm\"’ cie, "M T “That
inone section oranother e Sty e Unton st ol evente oo s of
any pretext,”

M. Seward 0 proposed to add to the fast clause of the sentence, after the
word, “them,” the following: “‘because I am sure they must be few in number and
of little influénce when their pernicious principles are fully understood.”  Mr. Lin-
coln did not adopt the suggestion.

— Mr. Lincoln himself struck out the word “Union,” and inserted in lieu the
words"labm ‘with all its benefits, its memories, and its hopes.”

17 — Mr. Seward proposed to insert the word “distinct” after the words, “Is it
true, then, that any,” in the second sentence of this paragraph, Mr. Lincoln did
not adopt the suggestion.

18 — In this sentence Mr. Lincoln himself changed the word " constructed” to
“constituted "

2 . The phrase, by affirmations and negations,” Mr. Seward

proposed to
negations, " Mr. Lincoln

adopted the suggestion.

— The phrase, “applicable to every question,” Mr. Seward proposed to
change to, “applicable to every possble quéstion. M. Lincoln did not adeps the
change.

— Mr. Seward propcsed to substitate the words * " and . Akqms-
conce” for *sabmit and ? Mr. Lineok adapmd he suggestion

— The original phrase, “a minority of their own number will secede from
the,” Mr. Lincoln himselt changed 0, 4 minanity of their own ] secede from
e

— In the original these sentences are: “Por instance, why may not South
Carclin, 8 yeas or two hence, abitrarily secede {rom a new Southem Coui federacy.
just as she now cl ml 18 to secede from the present Union? Her people, M

&1} sageasion people, a7e mow being e to the precise tormper this.”
e Somard bropoced to bt the s At o Fhodar tol:'lg'Soum
Carolina;" and the word communities” for “ people.” Instead of adopting this,
Mr. Lincoln re-wrote the whole, as follows: *“Far instance, why may not any por-
tion of & new confederscy,  year o to hence,arbitarly scoed again, precaely 3s
portions of the present Union now claim 10 sccede from it7 - All who theriah the.
union aent 1ts are now being educated to the exact temper of doing this.”
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24 the original phrase, “a Southorn Union,” Mr. Lincoln himaelf sub-
aituted, e S
25 — Theori A
ol afroc people " Mr. Sevard pmpﬂlnd to changew i nwonty AT
by d limitations, and easily with d:h'hmbe
changes of popular opinions and sentiments, is the only true sovereign,
Tinosin adopted the cnange.

The final clause, “while they"are also entitled to very high respect and
consideration in alt parallel cases by all other departments of the Government” was
suggested by Mr. Seward and adopted by Mr. Lincoln. (Seward's suggestion foi-
lows meln 's language in the debates with Douglas).

eI the orging ehs phrase ran: -t rea ter evils of a different rule:
Seward proposed Lo substitute  practice o o, and Mo Lincoln e
e ond gheaten coakimg sl the evila of  diflrent practice

B — In the original this sentencestood: “but if the policy of the Government,
i i by decisions

Fihe Suptenw Court, it s plain that the people will have ceased to be their own
Tulers, having tumed their government over to the despotistn of the few life officers
composing thecourt” M. Seward toamend it as follows: “At the same
time, the candid if the policy of vital
questions aifecting the whole peopl, is 0 be mevocably fied by doctions of the
personal

ctmns il ave ceaged m
Their goverament into the hands of that eminent tribunal.” Mr. Lincoln adopted
the armendment, firschanging the phrsse, *made i the odinary course of igr-
tion,” to *'the instant they are in ordinary litigation,"” and also the phnse,

A oaving practically resigned, 1, - having s0 Shat extent practically resgned

. Mr. Semuzd proposet o sk cut: e Republican party, 26 I under-
nand have avowed the purpose to .y can, the extension of slavery
under the national auspices; and upon um A only dispute between the sec-
tions.”  Mr. Lincoln adopted the sug

7. 1t riginal this phrase stood *One secion blievn davery i ight”
ete*” Mz, Sewad proposed to malce it read: +One setion of our couatey be
slavery is right,” etc. M. Lincoln adopted the suggestion

31 — The phrase, “as well enforced as any law,” Mr. Seward suggested should
read: "as well enforced, perhaps, as any law,” etc. The suggestion was adopted.

32 — The phrase, sense of is agai itsel,”
Mr. Seward suggested should read: “where the moral sense of the people imper-
Fectly supports the law itself.” The suggestion was adopted.

e phrase, “would be revived,” Mr. Seward suggested should read:
o be \lllm!:ly revived.” The suggestion was adopted.

a7



LINCOLN'S FIRST INAUGURAL~Changes in Original Draft

34— Following the words, “ dismember and overthrow it,” the original reads:

. *“As T am not much impressed with the belief that the present Constitution can

I X am rather for the old

shxp Tt ot of the old pilots, It however, the people desicc & new or.an

altered vessel,

5 well vithout as with an Exesttiv sossmamenasion.” © bt place no obstacle
in the way of what may appear to be their wishes.”

Mr. Seward proposed to change the first sentence of the above to the following:

*'While so great a diversity of opinion exists on the question what amendments, if

indeed any, would be effective in restoring peacc and salety, it would only tend to

aggravatethe ispute i
respect.” M. noolndulncnadupth Sovard's sugpestion; but struck out all
the above, and remodeled the to the form in w stands in

the text, adding the reference o the new constitutional amendment.

original “can do thisf they choose,” Mr. Lincoln himself changed to
cead>ena o s s they choose.”

“is either party withaut faith in the right”” Mr. Lincoln
i either party without faith of being in the right?

36 — The original,

himself changed to,
37 — The original, “be on our side of on Seward suggested should
el "bemthendgufumNorﬂ\mofmASmth o e T, oo e W
Mr. Lincoln changed it to “‘be on your side of the North, ot on yours of the
South, that truth and,”

e oo The riginal, - Whilethe people e, patient and true to themselves, oo
in the Presidential chat, can,” cic, My Sovar to change to

Fihie the people etain thei vietue and vigiancs, ne legistature and 0o adminis-

tration can,” ete. Mr. Lincoln changed it to read as follows: " While the he people

retain their wmznnd vigilance, no administration, by any extreme of wicked:

or folly, can,”

39 — The original, “take tim think well,” Mr. Seward should
read: a;;Lhmks-lm.!y.mdrzunlnnn” Mr Linooln chaaged it to, Fih mnkcdmly
and well”

40— The mgmz']i,;Nvthmg valuable can be lot by aking time.  Nothing
preserving brealing or burning.” Mr. Seward proposed to strike aut.
Mr. Lincoln retained the first, and struck out the second.

41 — In the original sentence, “ The Goverament. will not assail you, ualess
POt Vi Sewand suggested striking oat the last clause. M. Lincoln
adopted the suggestion,

— The original drat, after the words, “ preserve, protect, and defend it,”
concludes as folows:
o can forbear. the assult upon i,  cannot sheik from the defenso of . Wi
you, and not with me, is the solemn question of *Shall it be peace or a sword
8




LINCOLN’S FIRST INAUGURAL-—Changes in On'ginuliraﬂ

M. Seward did not ke this termination; and suggested that "mm..g besides
or in addition to
e South, and despondency and fest iu the East. “Setne words of afectionsome
of calm and cheerful confidence.” He submitted two sepatate drafts for a closing

paragraph, from which Mr. Lincoln m-gm choose one to substitute for the two
sentences whmh ‘e proposed to strike out

Suggestions for a closing paragray

No. 1. "Hmmﬁmﬂltmybealwdlﬂmn:m of sections or
sections, yet in view of the misconeepLons and afitalons which ave smined the
ties of broths madso(ar,lhopextwmnmbedeaned a departure from propriety,

tions which t00 oftea imbuue our political contests, ay man souch of £his capital has
been led to believe that I with a less friendly eye his tights, his interests, or
s domestic safety and happiness, o those of his Sate, than I o those of any o Siher
portion of my country, or

Dt 7 the S ha mﬂhkps both my priaciples and fodings, and does not

lnowme. 1 pirit, however,
of Washington, ufMudLson, ufjld:mﬂ and of Clay. ~Tn that spirit | here declare
that in my administration 1 shall know no rule but the Constitution, no guide but
the )nws,lndnownhmm!hutthuofeqnnldmnh‘mtnmywhohmntry east,
west, north, and soul
No. 2. “Iclose. We are not, we must not be, aliens or enemies, but fellow-

countrymen and brethren. _Although passion has strained our bonds of affection
oo hardly, mzymnnmlmmetheywmnm,hehmka_n. ‘The mystic chords
alt i , will yet again harmoni
in their anci i by Yot the nation.

‘The first of these drafts, 2, contsining 139 words in ts opening sentence,
andmnde up of phnns hnd be_wnw extremely commonplace e by

mmmge a fine poetic thought, Mrleol.n
mk and‘ ga.ven the Li md:pmtnndbuutywhch eve made it cce-






