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Foreword

In Nicolay and Hay's “Abraham Lincoln, A History,” a complete statement of
the changes made in **Mr. Lincoln's original draft"” of his First Inaugural i given in
the shape of footnotes showing what the changes consisted of and by whom they
were suggested.

Nicolay and Hay had before them the original draft, the copy used by Mr.
Seward, Mr. Seward's letters, and, of course, the final copy of the Address so that

ing new can be said wi toth ion of the Inaugural.

‘The ariginal draft was put in type shortly before M. Lincoin left for Washing-
ton by Mr. Bailhache, one of the propritors of the Tilinois State Journal—a friend
to whom President Lincoln entrusted his manuseript. Only a few copies were
printed and 5o far as known oxily one was allowed permanently to pass from Mr.
Lincoln's possession: T’hlsmmthaeopyg:vmbyMr Lincoln to his friend,
©. H. Browning, ied Mr. journey
to the Inauguration.

1 recently acquired this original draft of the Pirst Inaugural bearing Mr.
Browning's autograph notations, and it seems to me proper to print this original
draft, not accessible to students of Lincoln's life, with the First Inaugurat as finally
detivered, and with the notes given by Nicalay and Hay.

There is in the minds of same the impression that Seward’s was the master
‘mind in framing the First Insugural and to such the reproduction of the original
draft will be especially welcome and Thuminating. While Secretary Seward, who
was given a copy of the original draft the day Mr. Lincoln reached Washington,
suggosted & great many changes in verbiage and phraseology, the most important
‘modification, according to Nicolay and Hay, was that suggested by Mr. Browning.
Mr. Browning suggested but the one cliange; Mr. Lincoln himself, that is, without
any ontside suggestion, made fourteen changes; of the thirty-three changes sug-
gested by Mr. Seward Nineteen were adopted, Right were modified (and improved)
by Mr. Lincoln, Six were not adopted,

To my mind Mr. Seward's most important suggestion was the substitution of
““acquiesce” and “acquicscence” for “submit” and “submission” and, notwith-
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standing the fact that the beanty of the closing sentence was suggested by Mr,
Seward’s memorandum, yet the ending of the original drafi—

“Vou can forbear the assault upon it. (the Government) I cannot shrink from
the defense of it. With you and not with me, s the solernn question of Shall it be
‘peace or a sword”—it seems to me far surpssed in its majesty, truth and fearless-
ness—Seward's proposed ending.

It is also ovident that many of the changes suggested by Mr. Seward would
have been made by Mr. Lincoln without such suggestion. His original draft
was written in Springfield, and in the following letter to Geo. D. Prentice,
Editor of the Lowisville Journal, he says that this original draft will be subject
to revision and change up to the time of delivery.

PRIVATE
SerincrimLp, Iifs., Feb. 2, 1861

My dear Si
Yours of yustult, requesting a copy of nuu:ﬁﬂlu
received. T have the document blocked out; but in the now

what [ mgudlsluﬁnl.llhlpe, shall remember, if 1

can to send you a copy.
B Yours very truly,

A Lincown.

{Original of this letter is in my collection).

On his way to Washington Mr. Lincoln had an opportunity to get near to &
great many people at the receptions where he listened to and made Addresses and
one need bat read his talk in Independence Hall, Philadelphia, and at Harrisburg,
both delivered on February 22d, to kmnow that. there would be 2o harshness in the
fina) Inaugural Address.

On the other hand, the reading of the original draft shows that Mr. Lincoln ap-~
proached his ion with no timidity, with ed attempt to concili-

i with firm i i ‘his canse.

He ralined the seriousnoss of the situation, faced the problem wfinchingly,
putting it upto

The original drat of the Inaugural given Mr. Browning bears this notation on
the back:
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"Ilnumrous, Indiana, Tuesday, Feby. 12, 1!61
Abraham

small carpet and give h
my candid u::‘:;mu o Tobetors meseparatod T v
met my hearty approbation, aand m, and 0 o et o He
‘permitted me to retain this after now re-reading it
Thore caluly, T think it @ mos dmirabie docament.
0. H. Brownmne.
Springfield, Feby. 15, 1861."
And on page 3 it has the following notation by Browning:

SerivceELD, linois, Peby. 17, 1361.
‘o-day I wrote to Mr. Lincoln suggesting that for the
p...-pug of avoiding wu'ylhmg of an imitating chara(c)ter,

hehad
"Al.lulepawerutmydmpualvi“beusﬂwhold
““occupy and possess the property and places
ot and

Pty

As it now stands it will be construed into a threat and
will be irritating.

‘The document consists of 7 pages, 36 lines to the page, except the last, which
Bas 4o lines. I‘udﬂubhluﬂdmhhvdd:mmuﬂpﬂnmdonmmdeof
sheets only.

TbeL:bﬂmnn(angxuwﬂusmatbeyh‘vemmpyuﬁ.hemgmﬂdﬂk.

Senate Ex. Doc. No. 1, which I
ua form of the Toaugurel.
Peb. 1ath, rg20.

Juop Srewazs.





