LINCOLN'S FIRST INAUGURAL—Changes in Original Draft

CHANGES IN ORIGINAL DRAFT

“Th

‘meet, the re i he coun-

: “The nwdn'n custom of nominating

semmary of principles siperedes n

great measure the n ‘lty ot res nsumng those principles § ha an address of this sort.

to nothing eif koo ‘With this explanation I deem 1t

my duty, as I am disposed infee!.l follow, us far as they apply to the Executive
er, the principles o which [ wu < rought betors the American People.” Th

ugE Chicago platform.

2—Mr. ‘will be cheerfully given in every case and under «all

mmsm o e sum " "Mr. Lincoln did not adopt the suggestion but
sentence to read ~will be checrtully given to all the States nhen law

e e cheerfully to one section, 3 to another.”

3 = Mnr. Lincoln added the remainder of this paragraph of his own accord.

4~ Mr; Soward suggested the change from * nndmthEWholz,wlthgxut
success” to “and generally with great success.

5 — Mr. Seward A disruption of the Pederal Union
is menaced, and, 50 far as can be on paper, is already effected. The ars of
what has been done are so familiar and 8o fzeshthntlnmdnotwammymk
mnnngman"w“Ad.mmuimFMumm. ‘heretofore only meanced,
is now formidably attempted.” This suggestion was adopted.

— Mr. Lincoln of his goen sccord was further

declared.

changed ** matured
prual and perpetual” m“hmi\mhermtumd..

e of Al e thee thirtees States expressly plighted and engaged that it ahoum be

perpetual.”

Seward suggested that “and therefore is absurd” be stricken from
arigiral Sras i e o h Dertes han, befor, Wi svptadivte
the Constitation, and therefore is absurd.”  Mr. Lincoln remodeled the whols sen-
tence to “The Union is less ¢ pertect than before the Constitution, having lost the
vital element of perpetuity.

T, Seward’s suggestions to substitute “void” for “nothing” and “revoh-
tionaey” for* vmaspeere? were adopted.

9— Mr, ion to use “will constitutionally and

itself” instead of “will have to own and defend itself” was adopted.

! — Mr. s suggestion to strike out hcwordl”unglh‘c way” and sub-
stitute theretor the words authorliative mamoar: as adopted.
4



LINCOLN’S FIRST INAUGURAL—Changes in Original Dfaﬂ

— Mr. Sewsrd's suggestion to strike out “will haveits own mddr_fznd itselt.”
and insert" wil constitutionally defend and msintain et » mas

ont1 D e ongn:.ldn(tthnpmgmph a&utheﬁrsbsenmcgswodn(ol-

“All the power at my disposal will to reclaim the public property
phca-whmhhavefaﬂm olold occupy. an e pumthuelmi all other mnyxny
and pl to but
beyund ‘what may be necessary for ubzacts e iy e rvesion of  any

Where hostility to the United States, in any interior locality. &
ot a0t oo wntveisat ns to prevent competent resident citizens from he.ldmg he
%'“ otics there vl be 0 it T Tore ckporiousSrsngrs song the
peosleox that object,  Whilo th
o exercisoof th

o0 afices,ihe att thes sttempt 10 do 20 o bo 5o ircitating, and

such offices.”

Mz, Seward proposed to strike out the above, and to insert the following:

1 The porver confided o me ahall bo ated foed with cficacy, bt o with
dicretion I every case and exgoncy, aocordin 1 the cireumitasos sctually
existing, and with a view and a hope of Wwﬁd K cition of B s troubles,
and the restoration of fraternnl sympathies and affections. There are in

Government, as in every other; emergencies when the exercise of powes lawful i
icself is less certain to secure.thie just ends of than & temporary

with tary
people in the laws nhhlv:bw\mdcbytbmnudvmnudl‘urthurmbmeﬁh
1 shalt nol. lose sight of this obvions maxi

Mr. Lmeoln @ not adopt: this proposal. but mads the
wrote.

b Broseaing, who Mr. Lincoln (February 17,
e e o parsara ot i judicious 50 to modify this
it read: *All the power at my to hold, occupy,
the property and places belonging to the G , and to
collect the duties and imposts, etc.,” omit the declaration of the purptoe o e

be irit

even in the border States? On principle the passage 1o right m It worr arond

The fallenplacs ought o bercieimol. Bt canol St b cxempsiod s ol
or even better without annowncing the purpose in your inaugural?

Mr. Lincol adopted Mr. Browning’s advios and modified his o phaseology

as proposed.
For, ““there will be no invasion of any Swe," he mbsmmm “'there will be no
invasion, no using of force against or among the people an;

was, " The mail will continue to be
furnihed” eto. Ms. Lincols, himeelt chxngeﬂ ‘this to read: “The mails, unless
repedled.

54— This paragraph originally closed with the following sentence: This
course will be pursued el Carrent experence chll hon » mediien

" Mr. Lincoln himself changed this 5o as to read: *The course hese
Rl ot s ot e experience shall show a maodifi-
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cation o change to be proper.” He also added a part of the language proposed by
Mr. Seward for the previous paragraph.

entence originally stood: “That there are persons who seck to
dgtm) the Umnn " etc. Mr. Seward proposed to amend so as to make it read:
one scation as well as in the mhar, who seck to destroy

the Umm\"’ cie, "M T “That
inone section oranother e Sty e Unton st ol evente oo s of
any pretext,”

M. Seward 0 proposed to add to the fast clause of the sentence, after the
word, “them,” the following: “‘because I am sure they must be few in number and
of little influénce when their pernicious principles are fully understood.”  Mr. Lin-
coln did not adopt the suggestion.

— Mr. Lincoln himself struck out the word “Union,” and inserted in lieu the
words"labm ‘with all its benefits, its memories, and its hopes.”

17 — Mr. Seward proposed to insert the word “distinct” after the words, “Is it
true, then, that any,” in the second sentence of this paragraph, Mr. Lincoln did
not adopt the suggestion.

18 — In this sentence Mr. Lincoln himself changed the word " constructed” to
“constituted "

2 . The phrase, by affirmations and negations,” Mr. Seward

proposed to
negations, " Mr. Lincoln

adopted the suggestion.

— The phrase, “applicable to every question,” Mr. Seward proposed to
change to, “applicable to every possble quéstion. M. Lincoln did not adeps the
change.

— Mr. Seward propcsed to substitate the words * " and . Akqms-
conce” for *sabmit and ? Mr. Lineok adapmd he suggestion

— The original phrase, “a minority of their own number will secede from
the,” Mr. Lincoln himselt changed 0, 4 minanity of their own ] secede from
e

— In the original these sentences are: “Por instance, why may not South
Carclin, 8 yeas or two hence, abitrarily secede {rom a new Southem Coui federacy.
just as she now cl ml 18 to secede from the present Union? Her people, M

&1} sageasion people, a7e mow being e to the precise tormper this.”
e Somard bropoced to bt the s At o Fhodar tol:'lg'Soum
Carolina;" and the word communities” for “ people.” Instead of adopting this,
Mr. Lincoln re-wrote the whole, as follows: *“Far instance, why may not any por-
tion of & new confederscy,  year o to hence,arbitarly scoed again, precaely 3s
portions of the present Union now claim 10 sccede from it7 - All who theriah the.
union aent 1ts are now being educated to the exact temper of doing this.”
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24 the original phrase, “a Southorn Union,” Mr. Lincoln himaelf sub-
aituted, e S
25 — Theori A
ol afroc people " Mr. Sevard pmpﬂlnd to changew i nwonty AT
by d limitations, and easily with d:h'hmbe
changes of popular opinions and sentiments, is the only true sovereign,
Tinosin adopted the cnange.

The final clause, “while they"are also entitled to very high respect and
consideration in alt parallel cases by all other departments of the Government” was
suggested by Mr. Seward and adopted by Mr. Lincoln. (Seward's suggestion foi-
lows meln 's language in the debates with Douglas).

eI the orging ehs phrase ran: -t rea ter evils of a different rule:
Seward proposed Lo substitute  practice o o, and Mo Lincoln e
e ond gheaten coakimg sl the evila of  diflrent practice

B — In the original this sentencestood: “but if the policy of the Government,
i i by decisions

Fihe Suptenw Court, it s plain that the people will have ceased to be their own
Tulers, having tumed their government over to the despotistn of the few life officers
composing thecourt” M. Seward toamend it as follows: “At the same
time, the candid if the policy of vital
questions aifecting the whole peopl, is 0 be mevocably fied by doctions of the
personal

ctmns il ave ceaged m
Their goverament into the hands of that eminent tribunal.” Mr. Lincoln adopted
the armendment, firschanging the phrsse, *made i the odinary course of igr-
tion,” to *'the instant they are in ordinary litigation,"” and also the phnse,

A oaving practically resigned, 1, - having s0 Shat extent practically resgned

. Mr. Semuzd proposet o sk cut: e Republican party, 26 I under-
nand have avowed the purpose to .y can, the extension of slavery
under the national auspices; and upon um A only dispute between the sec-
tions.”  Mr. Lincoln adopted the sug

7. 1t riginal this phrase stood *One secion blievn davery i ight”
ete*” Mz, Sewad proposed to malce it read: +One setion of our couatey be
slavery is right,” etc. M. Lincoln adopted the suggestion

31 — The phrase, “as well enforced as any law,” Mr. Seward suggested should
read: "as well enforced, perhaps, as any law,” etc. The suggestion was adopted.

32 — The phrase, sense of is agai itsel,”
Mr. Seward suggested should read: “where the moral sense of the people imper-
Fectly supports the law itself.” The suggestion was adopted.

e phrase, “would be revived,” Mr. Seward suggested should read:
o be \lllm!:ly revived.” The suggestion was adopted.

a7
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34— Following the words, “ dismember and overthrow it,” the original reads:

. *“As T am not much impressed with the belief that the present Constitution can

I X am rather for the old

shxp Tt ot of the old pilots, It however, the people desicc & new or.an

altered vessel,

5 well vithout as with an Exesttiv sossmamenasion.” © bt place no obstacle
in the way of what may appear to be their wishes.”

Mr. Seward proposed to change the first sentence of the above to the following:

*'While so great a diversity of opinion exists on the question what amendments, if

indeed any, would be effective in restoring peacc and salety, it would only tend to

aggravatethe ispute i
respect.” M. noolndulncnadupth Sovard's sugpestion; but struck out all
the above, and remodeled the to the form in w stands in

the text, adding the reference o the new constitutional amendment.

original “can do thisf they choose,” Mr. Lincoln himself changed to
cead>ena o s s they choose.”

“is either party withaut faith in the right”” Mr. Lincoln
i either party without faith of being in the right?

36 — The original,

himself changed to,
37 — The original, “be on our side of on Seward suggested should
el "bemthendgufumNorﬂ\mofmASmth o e T, oo e W
Mr. Lincoln changed it to “‘be on your side of the North, ot on yours of the
South, that truth and,”

e oo The riginal, - Whilethe people e, patient and true to themselves, oo
in the Presidential chat, can,” cic, My Sovar to change to

Fihie the people etain thei vietue and vigiancs, ne legistature and 0o adminis-

tration can,” ete. Mr. Lincoln changed it to read as follows: " While the he people

retain their wmznnd vigilance, no administration, by any extreme of wicked:

or folly, can,”

39 — The original, “take tim think well,” Mr. Seward should
read: a;;Lhmks-lm.!y.mdrzunlnnn” Mr Linooln chaaged it to, Fih mnkcdmly
and well”

40— The mgmz']i,;Nvthmg valuable can be lot by aking time.  Nothing
preserving brealing or burning.” Mr. Seward proposed to strike aut.
Mr. Lincoln retained the first, and struck out the second.

41 — In the original sentence, “ The Goverament. will not assail you, ualess
POt Vi Sewand suggested striking oat the last clause. M. Lincoln
adopted the suggestion,

— The original drat, after the words, “ preserve, protect, and defend it,”
concludes as folows:
o can forbear. the assult upon i,  cannot sheik from the defenso of . Wi
you, and not with me, is the solemn question of *Shall it be peace or a sword
8
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M. Seward did not ke this termination; and suggested that "mm..g besides
or in addition to
e South, and despondency and fest iu the East. “Setne words of afectionsome
of calm and cheerful confidence.” He submitted two sepatate drafts for a closing

paragraph, from which Mr. Lincoln m-gm choose one to substitute for the two
sentences whmh ‘e proposed to strike out

Suggestions for a closing paragray

No. 1. "Hmmﬁmﬂltmybealwdlﬂmn:m of sections or
sections, yet in view of the misconeepLons and afitalons which ave smined the
ties of broths madso(ar,lhopextwmnmbedeaned a departure from propriety,

tions which t00 oftea imbuue our political contests, ay man souch of £his capital has
been led to believe that I with a less friendly eye his tights, his interests, or
s domestic safety and happiness, o those of his Sate, than I o those of any o Siher
portion of my country, or

Dt 7 the S ha mﬂhkps both my priaciples and fodings, and does not

lnowme. 1 pirit, however,
of Washington, ufMudLson, ufjld:mﬂ and of Clay. ~Tn that spirit | here declare
that in my administration 1 shall know no rule but the Constitution, no guide but
the )nws,lndnownhmm!hutthuofeqnnldmnh‘mtnmywhohmntry east,
west, north, and soul
No. 2. “Iclose. We are not, we must not be, aliens or enemies, but fellow-

countrymen and brethren. _Although passion has strained our bonds of affection
oo hardly, mzymnnmlmmetheywmnm,hehmka_n. ‘The mystic chords
alt i , will yet again harmoni
in their anci i by Yot the nation.

‘The first of these drafts, 2, contsining 139 words in ts opening sentence,
andmnde up of phnns hnd be_wnw extremely commonplace e by

mmmge a fine poetic thought, Mrleol.n
mk and‘ ga.ven the Li md:pmtnndbuutywhch eve made it cce-




